
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE  L’adorazione Perreira   

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (Psalm 139:1-4, 23-24) 

Leader:  O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

People:  You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my 
  thoughts from far away. 

Leader:  You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted  
  with all my ways. 

People:  Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it   
  completely. 

Leader: Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my  
  thoughts. 

People: See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way  
  everlasting. 

* HYMN 139  Come, Thou Almighty King   Italian Hymn  

  LIVE  boldly 

  SHARE  boundlessly 

  GROW  community 

  BUILD  God’s world 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that we find it difficult to remember that 
loving you takes priority over everything.  This takes a leap of faith, 
and we confess that we prefer our journeys of faith to be devout, but 
not too daring; comfortable and not too threatening.  Give us the 
grace to trust your call to us.  May we be filled, renewed, and guided 
by the Holy Spirit so that we commit ourselves to the way of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior, in whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 391 Take My Life Hendon  

+ Children leave for Church School.  Youth remain in Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 18:1-11 

ANTHEM God’s Garden  Frank Lambert 
IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

SECOND LESSON Luke 14:25-33 

SERMON              “Committed”            Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY     O’er Waiting Heartstrings  Frederic Root 
IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

* THE DOXOLOGY                        Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 393 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said  Bourbon 

* BENEDICTION     

POSTLUDE  The Emperor’s Fanfare Soler  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 (NRSV) 
 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2“Come, go 
down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I 
went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 
4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and  
he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 5Then the 
word of the LORD came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of 
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7At one moment 
I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and 
break down and destroy it, 8but if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster  
that I intended to bring on it. 9And at another moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10but if  
it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my 
mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. 
 11Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil 
against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from 
your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 
 
Luke 14:25-33 (NRSV) 
 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and 
said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, 
cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not 
give up all your possessions. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Beneranda Baez, Captain 

    Nelson Baez       Muriel Brantley         Beverly Rhinehart       Candida Urena  

 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Peter Bigler. Peter, together with Martha 
Dawson, joined First Presbyterian Church in 1994. He is a member of 
Session and serves on the Worship and Music Committee. His son Brendan 
and both daughters, Katie and Lauren, were confirmed in FPC.  Lauren, 
continues to be an active member in the Youth Group. Peter works as a 
licensed real estate agent. 
 
 
 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This week’s COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by Alan Aluska, 
Linda Moats, and Lois Strauss. Thanks Alan, Linda, and Lois! 
 
Visit the INFORMATION CENTER for Five Wishes in English or Spanish 
or Korean, Prayer Card, Life Line brochure, Prescription Discount card,  
and a Magnetized form for your refrigerator to list your medications in  
case of an emergency.  
 
Do you have an UPDATED PARISH DIRECTORY? Pick up a copy  
at the Welcome Center or Information Center. 
 
BIBLE STUDY: WEDNESDAY LUNCH & LEARN from 12 -1 p.m. in 
the Meeting Room.  On the first Wednesday of every month (9/7, 10/5, 11/2 
and 12/7) Pastor Kellie will lead an informal discussion about a Book of the 
Bible or a topic in the Bible. Topics will be announced 1 week in advance and 
no prep is needed. September's topic will be a discussion about the words 
Redeemer and Savior and how their meaning shifted at the arrival of Jesus. 
Bring your bag lunch and compelling conversation! 
 
FPC KICKOFF SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11: Join us for the start of the 
FPC program year! Welcome back to the FPC Chancel Choir at the 11 a.m. 
worship service, which rehearses at 9:30 a.m. in the choir room and is open  
to new members and guests. 
 
Next Sunday, come early on 9/11 for a DAY OF REMEMBRANCE anytime 
from 9 - 11 a.m. in back of Elmore Hall to WALK THE LABYRINTH, 
PRAY for Peace, and REMEMBER those affected by the events of 9/11, 15 
years ago. The Labyrinth will also be hosted from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. before 
Crossroads. 
 
An FPC WOMEN'S CONNECT GROUP is expanding and inviting 
interested women who are part of the FPC community to join them Monday 
evenings. This group gathers weekly to grow spiritually, support and 
encourage one another and share their experiences.  They invite all 
women  to join them for this fall’s study session which will be a video series 
called Follow by Rev. Andy Stanley.  Join them for their “kick-off” meeting 
on Monday, 9/12, at 7 p.m. in the East Room. Meetings will take place 
every Monday from September through November at 7-8:45 p.m. in the  
East Room. Any questions, please contact:  caryschweizer@gmail.com 
201.780.3655 cell. 
 



 

 

What book did you enjoy reading this summer?  Come for coffee and 
goodies on Thursday, September 22 at 10 a.m. to the East Room and 
"SHARE YOUR FAVORITE SUMMER READING" led by Ruth Levy.  
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in last Sunday's successful 
fundraiser for HABITAT GLOBAL VILLAGE. More than $1200 was 
raised to help support Bruce & Rosetta Forshee and Marcy Steele on their 
upcoming Build to Montana! 
 
Many thanks to partner church JAN HUS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
and Rev. Beverly Dempsey for their thoughtful gift of a new baptism bowl 
made specifically for FPC during our Elmore Hall worship.  
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING FPC? Membership is simply your affirmation 
that this is your church home for this season of your life.  If this sounds right 
for you, please come to meet with Rev. Hong and some members of the 
Session in the East Room on Sunday, September 11, either at 12:30 p.m. 
(after the morning service) or 5:00 p.m. (prior to Crossroads). 
 
THE ORIGAMI AND PAPER ARTS GROUP is pleased to report that 
they are making Christmas cards to sell.  The proceeds from the cards will 
be in support of our SPARK HOPE campaign for rebuilding our sanctuary. 
Many "nimble" fingers are needed to help us complete these beautiful works-
of-art. There are jobs for everyone. Yvonne Crichton is leading and she 
needs your talent. Even if you think that YOU are not an artist, she will find 
another capacity for YOU to make a contribution of service. The group 
meets every Sunday (after church service) in the Meeting Room at 1 p.m.  
OR on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at Yvonne's home, located on Palisades 
Avenue (across from church). Contact: yvonne.crichton.denbow@gmail.com  
or 201 567-6258.  Come join the fun and the satisfaction of "helping out"! 
 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder, Carol Schulzrinne,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Sara Lee, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Paul Kang & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
JOHN REYNOLDS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


